Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 069611 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 H-01 DODE-OO MC-02 AID-05 
IGA-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 SS-15 ACDA-07 /060R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:FGERLACH:JRCOUNTRYMAN 

APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 

NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

PM/SAS :DKEENE 

H:RFLATEN 

DOD/ISA:TOWILLIAMS 

301115Z 044097/17 

R 292237Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANA 
CHUSTMTM 
USCINCEUR 

S E C R E T STATE 06961 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SA, YE, US 

SUBJECT: F-5 PROGRAM FOR YEMEN 

REFS: A) JIDDA 2039; B) JIDDA 1899; C) JIDDA 1665; 

D) JIDDA 1282; E) STATE 250737 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS DECIDED TO POSTPONE PROVISION OF P AND B 
DATA AND PREPARATION OF LOA FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING 
(ELT) OF YEMENIS WITHIN SAUDI F-5 TRAINING PROGRAM UNTIL 
POLICY REVIEW ON MILITARY TRANSFERS IS COMPLETED. WE WISH 
TO EXAMINE QUESTION OF F-5 SALES (AND TRANSFERS) TO YAR IN 
LIGHT OF FORTHCOMING NEW POLICY GUIDELINES AND, UNTIL 
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THAT TIME, WISH TO AVOID STEPS WHICH MIGHT IMPLY BASIC 
DECISION ON PROGRAM HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN. 

2. IN THIS SPIRIT, WE PREFER AT THIS TIME NOT TO TREAT ELT 

AND TECHNICAL PILOT TRAINING AS SEPARATE PROGRAMS BECAUSE 
CONTEXT IN WHICH LOA ON ELT IS DEVELOPED WOULD IMPLY 
APPROVAL OF F-5 TRANSFER, EVEN IF LOA ITSELF MADE NO 
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MENTION OF AIRCRAFT. 

3. FYI: YOU WILL RECALL (REFTEL E) THAT DEPARTMENT HAD 
EARLIER DETERMINED THAT ENGLISH-LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR 
YAR STUDENTS WOULD NOT CONSTITUTE A THIRD PARTY TRANSFER. 

BUT HAD NONETHELESS DECIDED TO INFORM CONGRESS OF THIS 
PROGRAM BECAUSE OF ITS POLITICAL SENSITIVITY. SAUDIS 
SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED DEPSEC DEFENSE CLEMENTS DURING 
LATTER’S TRIP TO SAUDI ARABIA THAT THEY DID NOT WISH AT 
THAT TIME TO PROVIDE ELT FOR YAR STUDENTS. WE HAVE 
ACCORDINGLY NOT YET CONSULTED WITH CONGRESS ON THIS 
MATTER. AND WOULD NOT WISH TO DO SO AT THIS TIME IN VIEW 
OF FACTORS NOTED PARA 1 ABOVE. END FYI. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE IF THIS LATEST DECISION ON ELT WITHIN 
SAUDI F-5 PROGRAM POSES PROBLEMS FOR THE SAG. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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